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PUERTO RICO TURNS ELECTRIC GRID
OVER TO LUMA, ATTACKS WORKERS!
By Seth Galinsky, The Militant
Originally published here:
https://themilitant.com/2021/07/10/puerto-rico-turnselectric-grid-over-to-luma-attacks-workers/
On June 1 the government of Puerto Rico handed
over management of the breakdown-plagued
state-owned electric system to Luma Energy, a
U.S.-Canadian joint venture. The electrical workers
union, UTIER, and other opponents of the move
organized protests across the island against the
privatization and the union carried out several
one-day strikes.
But Gov. Pedro Pierluisi and the U.S.-imposed
Financial Oversight and Management Board, which
has veto power over the U.S. colony’s financial
decisions, refused to back down, claiming the change
will lead to “reliable electricity.”

In fact their main goal is to deal blows to union
power among electrical workers, squeeze more out of
them and line the pockets of capitalist bondholders.

May 18 protest in San Juan by electrical workers against state

Luma insisted workers at Prepa, the old state-owned privatizing management of public electric company to Luma
electric company, had to reapply if they wanted to bosses. Sign says, “Yes to a collective contract! No to Luma!”
keep their jobs, with no guarantee of being hired.
Those rehired no longer get the same company pension contributions, health plan and other benefits guaranteed under the old
contract with UTIER and other unions.
Colonial plunder:
The system of electrical generation and distribution in Puerto Rico is on the verge of collapse, a byproduct of the plunder of the
island’s labor and resources by the U.S. colonial rulers. Long before Hurricanes Maria and Irma decimated transmission lines in
2017 working people faced frequent blackouts.
“When I worked for Prepa, there were more than 5,000 workers,” retiree Raúl Laboy told the Militant from Humacao, Puerto Rico,
June 29. “But they kept reducing the workforce. When someone retired, they didn’t replace them.”
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Continued from page 1,
Puerto Rico turns electric
grid...
From 1996 to 2015, the
government sold billions of
dollars in bonds, then laid off
thousands of public workers and
cut budgets to make debt
payments. Sometimes they sold
bonds solely to borrow money to
pay the interest on previous bonds
to wealthy bondholders!
The workforce at Prepa was
slashed nearly in half. Routine
maintenance wasn’t carried out
and replacing deteriorating and
obsolete equipment was not even
Anti-LUMA protesters
considered. Prepa accumulated
over $9 billion in debt, including $4.9 billion owed to the employees’ pension fund.

in Puerto Rico.

The government and the junta, as the fiscal board is called in Puerto Rico, blame mismanagement and corruption for this state of
affairs. Turn the system over to profit-driven capitalists and things will get better, they claim.
Under the government’s 15-year deal with Luma, it will pay the company more than $100 million a year and give company bosses
control of some $10 billion allocated by the Federal Emergency Management Agency to make long-delayed post-hurricane repairs.
Joint venture gets millions for a song:
“Luma is getting millions for a song,” said Laboy. “But many workers are never going to see their pensions.” Laboy has been
wearing his “Luma Out!” T-shirt everywhere he goes. “People constantly come up me to say they agree.”
“We opposed privatization,” UTIER President Ángel Figueroa Jaramillo told the Militant by phone from San Juan. “But we won a
clause in the legislation that any worker who did not want to work for Luma could transfer to other government departments with
their current wages.” It’s not clear how long those jobs will last. At the union’s urging, most workers chose to transfer or to retire.
“Before Luma took over there were 800 linemen,” Jaramillo said. “At best 200 stayed.”

Luma says that they now have 440 linemen. Few believe Luma President Wayne Stensby’s claim that that’s “enough to deal with
the blackouts and problems.” Since the first week of Luma’s takeover thousands have lost power due to breakdowns.
As the June 1 takeover approached, the electrical construction workers union Uitice — one of five unions that represented Prepa
workers — shifted course, backed the takeover and set out to make a deal with Luma to represent all of the company’s workers.
Bosses rapidly recognized Uitice as the exclusive union representative.
“Uitice officials had previously been part of the protests against the privatization,” Jaramillo said. Because of the lack of new
construction, “Uitice only had about 400 members working. Their past gains were largely the result of struggles led by UTIER,” the
largest union at Prepa, he said. Neither Uitice nor Luma responded to requests from the Militant asking for comment.
“For years the government has wanted to get rid of UTIER,” Juan Alverio told the Militant. Alverio is a leader of the Broad Front
All Puerto Rico Against Luma, which has organized protests against the privatization in more than 70 towns. With the cuts to
pensions and benefits bosses are driving through, workers at the company are going to need to defend themselves.
“This is a gift to the owners of Luma,” he said, describing the government’s deal with the company. “We are demanding that the
contract be canceled.”
Before the privatization, electricity rates in Puerto Rico were already among the highest compared to ones in the U.S. Luma just
announced a new rate hike.

For more articles on Puerto Rico, Latin America, and the labor movement go to:
www.TheMilitant.com
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CUOMO GIVES CLEMENCY TO 6, INCLUDING
BRINK’S HEIST DRIVER

Governor Cuomo gives clemency to Political Prisoner David Gilbert.
Hours before leaving office, New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo on
Monday granted clemency to six people, including the driver in
a fatal 1981 armored truck robbery whose release was
championed by his son, San Francisco’s top prosecutor.
David Gilbert, 76, is serving a life sentence for his role in the
bungled 1981 Brink’s robbery north of New York City, a
bloody heist involving leftist revolutionaries that left a guard
and two police officers dead.
He is among the last surviving people still imprisoned in the
$1.6 million robbery often seen as a last gasp of ’60s radicalism.
Through Cuomo’s action, he will be referred to the state parole
board for potential release. Under his sentence, he wouldn’t
have been eligible for parole until 2056. In a news release,
Cuomo’s office said that while locked up, Gilbert has made
significant contributions to AIDS education and prevention
programs, and worked as a tutor, law library clerk, paralegal
assistant, teacher’s aide and aide in various prison programs.
Gilbert’s son, San Francisco District Attorney Chesa Boudin,
said his “heart is bursting, and it also aches for the families of
the three victims.”

Republican Assemblymember Mike Lawler, who represents
Rockland County, where the robbery happened, slammed the
governor’s action.
“Andrew Cuomo’s final act as governor is a disgusting betrayal
to the people of Rockland County,” he said in a statement. “This
year will mark the 40th anniversary of the Brink’s Robbery and
rather than stand with the brave men and women in law
enforcement, Andrew Cuomo has once again stabbed them in
the back.”
Four men whose sentences were commuted Monday by Cuomo
were in prison for murder convictions.

Cuomo also pardoned Lawrence Penn, a private equity fund
manager who served two years for falsifying business records in
connection with allegations he stole millions of dollars from
investors.
Last week, Cuomo granted clemency to 10 people, including
Jon-Adrian Velazquez, whose unsuccessful campaign for
exoneration in the 1998 killing of a retired New York City
police officer was championed by actor Martin Sheen.

Continued on page 4...
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Maybe none of those cases had the fame of the Brink's
heist.
Brink’s guard Peter Paige and Sgt. Edward O’Grady and
Officer Waverly Brown of the Nyack Police Department
were killed in the holdup and ensuing shootout at a nearby
roadblock.

Gilbert, an unarmed getaway driver, was charged with
robbery and murder since people were killed during the
crime. He and two co-defendants cast themselves as
freedom fighters and deemed their trial illegitimate. At one
court session, Gilbert and co-defendant Judith Clark raised
their fists and shouted “Free the land!”
Clark was granted parole in 2019, three years after Cuomo
commuted her sentence, noting her “exceptional strides in
self
development.”
Gilbert’s fight for freedom gained attention as Boudin, who
was just 14 months old when he went to prison,
campaigned last year for San Francisco District Attorney.
Boudin ran a progressive campaign in which he said
visiting his parents Kathy Boudin and Gilbert in prison
showed him the criminal justice system was broken.
“On the eve of my first child’s birth, my father, David
Gilbert, has been granted clemency,” Boudin said in an
email to The Associated Press. “Although he never used a
gun or intended for anyone to get hurt, my father’s crime
caused unspeakable harm and devastated the lives of many
separate families. I will continue to keep those families in
my heart.”

Steve Zeidman, the lawyer and law professor who
spearheaded Gilbert’s clemency campaign, said he was
overjoyed for Gilbert and his family.
“David has an opportunity to make his case to the board, an
opportunity to live outside the prison walls,” said Zeidman,
co-director of the Defenders Clinic at the City University
of New York’s Law School.
The director of the Release Aging People in Prison
Campaign, Jose Saldana, celebrated the clemencies but said
there are many others who deserve to be released.
“Governor Kathy Hocuhl will inherit and indefensibly
racist and brutal prison system and we are hopeful that she
will lead our state toward a more humane system of
justice,” Saldana said in a statement.

Read more here: https://www.startelegram.com/news/nation-world/
national/
article253697828.html#storylink=cpy
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PROLIBERTAD RESOURCE PAGE:
HELP FUND US! SEND
PROLIBERTAD A
DONATION!
Endorse the check or money order to:
IFCO/Pastors for Peace. In the memo
section please write ProLibertad and mail
it to:

IFCO
PO Box 1368
Orange, NJ 07051-1368

FOLLOW PROLIBERTAD ON ALL OUR
SOCIAL MEDA/YouTube:

JOIN THE PROLIBERTAD FREEDOM
CAMPAIGN:
You have the power to free Nina and Ana.
Join ProLibertad and help us:
Organize a community workshop;
Put together a letter writing night;
• Facilitate a community discussion on
Puerto Rico;
Get your union or school to pass a resolution
calling for the prisoner’s freedom;
• Dedicate a mass to the prisoners.
•
•

•

Come to one of our meetings!
Contact us at 718-601-4751!
Email us at
ProLibertad@hotmail.com!

Facebook:
Facebook.com/ProLibertadFC
Instagram: @ProLibertadFC
Twitter: @ProLibertad
Subscribe to our YouTube Channel:
ProLibertadTV on YouTube

The ProLibertad Freedom Campaign has been working for the release of the Puerto Rican Political
Prisoners. With the release of 11 of the Political Prisoners in September 1999, we re-dedicated our
efforts to securing the freedom of the remaining Puerto Rican political prisoners. Through
educational events, lobbying and public pressure work and activities it is our goal to secure the
freedom of these patriots whose only “crime” has been the love of their home land, Puerto Rico. We
support the release of All U.S. held Political Prisoners, oppose the U.S. colonial control of Puerto
Rico, oppose U.S. imperialism throughout the world, and the U.S. military presence in Vieques.

