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MILES DE PUERTORRIQUENOS RINDEN TRIBUTO A RAFAEL
CANCEL MIRANDA.
Como sé que algún día cruzaré las aguas del río,
sólo pido a mis amigos me despidan con sonrisas.
Pues yo me iré sonriendo, todo lo di y nada quise,
y me iré como un hombre libre, lleno de buenos recuerdos.
Rafael Cancel Miranda
Por Ramón Frontera Nieves | CubaDebate
Las exequias que el pueblo puertorriqueño le rinden al Héroe
Nacionalista, Rafael Cancel Miranda, han iniciando en las
primeras horas del día de hoy, viernes 6 de marzo de 2020.
Miles de puertorriqueños hacen largas filas para ofrecerles su
respeto y su agradecimiento por toda una vida dedicada a la
lucha independentista. Rafaelito, como cariñosamente le llamaban, falleció el 2 de marzo de 2020, a la edad de 89 años, en
su hogar, acompañado de sus seres queridos.
Los actos se extenderán durante 3 días, en San Juan, la ciudad
capital y en Mayagüez, su ciudad natal. En la tarde del 8 de
marzo será el sepelio.
Líderes del Partido Independentista Puertorriqueños, organizaciones políticas, sindicales y varios exprisionero políticos,
entre ellos Oscar López Rivera, se unieron con los diferentes
sectores del Pueblo, para despedir y celebrar la vida de Rafaelito.

El tributo de otro héroe, Oscar López Rivera.

Rafaelito, fue una figura relevante y destacada en la lucha por
la independencia de Puerto Rico. Junto a otros Compañeros
del Partido Nacionalista, participó en el ataque a la Cámara de
Representantes de Estados Unidos de Norte América, el 1 de
marzo de 1954. El propósito de esa misión militar era el denunciar mundialmente la situación colonial de Puerto Rico y
el reclamo de su libertad. La fecha fue escogida para repudiar
el hecho de que había sido el 1 de marzo de 1917, cuando los
Estados Unidos, necesitados de tropas para la Primera Guerra
Mundial, impusieron la ciudadanía estadounidense en la isla
con el fin de reclutar soldados para el frente de batalla.
Estuvo encarcelado en las prisiones estadounidenses por 25
años. El reclamo mundial y la intervención directa del gobierno cubano, lograron que él y sus compañeros pudieran
lograr la libertad y volver a su amada Patria. Desde su regreso
hasta sus últimos días se mantuvo plenamente en la lucha por
la independencia. También participó activamente por la liberación de los Cinco Héroes.
Junto a la bandera de Puerto Rico, cerca de su ataúd, también
se colocaron las banderas de los países de Cuba, Nicaragua y
Venezuela. Países que él amaba, respetaba y admiraba mucho.

Fotos por: Ramón Frontera | Cubadebate

María de los Ángeles Vázquez y el hijo menor Rafael
Cancel Vázquez.
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¡RAFAEL CANCEL MIRANDA
PRESENTE!
The Party for Socialism and Liberation sadly
mourns the death of Puerto Rican hero and
freedom fighter Rafael Cancel Miranda.
Miranda passed away earlier this month at age
89. He died in his home next to family and
loved ones, after a rapid deterioration of his
health due to heart complications.
Thousands pay tribute
His death was heartfelt by many generations
of Puerto Ricans who showed up in the
thousands and made long lines to pay tribute
to their hero in a series of events following his
passing.
Family and leaders of the Puerto Rican
independence movement attended his funeral,
which was held last week. Among the
attendees was Puerto Rican freedom fighter
and recently released political prisoner Oscar
Lopez Rivera.

Rafael cancel Miranda 1932-2020

Knowing the end was near, Miranda asked for the flag not to be lowered to half-staff in mourning; instead he asked people to raise
the Puerto Rican flag higher than ever.
At the funeral, his coffin was draped with the Puerto Rican flag as a symbol of respect for the passing of one of its greatest patriots.
Next to him, the flags of Cuba, Nicaragua and Venezuela were displayed as a reminder of his ardent anti-imperialist posture and
solidarity.
Miranda, who joined the Puerto Rican Nationalist Party at age 15, was the last surviving member of the four Puerto Rican
nationalists and freedom fighters who shocked the world and raised the Puerto Rican flag higher than ever on March 1, 1954. He,
alongside the great Lolita Lebron, Irving Flores, and Andres Figueroa Cordero, attacked the chambers of the U.S. Congress to
denounce Puerto Rico’s colonial status and to demand independence for the island.
The story goes that they entered the capitol building, walked calmly to the visitor’s gallery above the chamber while in session. Then
Lolita gave the order, they unfurled the Puerto Rican flag, Lolita stood up and shouted “Que Viva Puerto Rico Libre” (Long live a
free Puerto Rico), and within seconds they opened fire on the U.S. Congress.
Five congressmen were wounded in the attack, for which Miranda took complete responsibility. All four comrades were immediately
arrested and the media and U.S. government launched a campaign to demonize the Puerto Rican independence movement. The four
were convicted and given life sentences.
The actions of Rafael Cancel Miranda and his comrades were later protected by UN General Assembly resolution 1514, adopted in

(continued on page 4)
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Continued from page 3, ¡Rafael Cancel Miranda...
1960, which unconditionally grants a colonized people the right for independence, regardless of the tactics the national liberation
movement employs to expel the foreign oppression from its homeland. What these four Puerto Rican heroes did reflected the fury of
the colonized Puerto Rican nation and every subjugated people that strives for a world free of oppression.
While in prison, Miranda remained militant and became involved in several prison struggles including leading prison strikes, forming alliances with prisoners of other nationalities.
During his time in Marion Penitentiary, he got the opportunity to meet and befriend fellow political prisoners Leonard Peltier and
Herman Bell. Together, they helped organize work stoppages and even published several publications advocating support for prisoner struggles.
Miranda was finally freed by then U.S. President Jimmy Carter in 1979, only after decades of struggle by people in the U.S., the
international community, and Cuba in particular when Fidel negotiated a prisoner-exchange with Carter.
Miranda was once asked of his actions and time in prison, to which he responded, “I was imprisoned for 25 years, but I was free.”
After his release, he continued to struggle for the independence of Puerto Rico and to free all political prisoners. In particular, he
fought tirelessly for the freedom of the Cuban Five as well as his compatriot Oscar Lopez Rivera.
Still a colony

More than 100 years since the U.S. invasion of Puerto Rico in 1898 and more than 60 years after the 1954 attack on the U.S. Congress, Puerto Rico remains an unofficial colony of the U.S.
More recently, the island is undergoing an escalating crisis. After being devastated by Hurricane Maria, the worst natural disaster in
recorded history to hit the Island, Puerto Rico is still dealing with its aftermath.
The hurricane dealt a lethal blow to the island that was already dealing with widespread poverty, unemployment, and school closings
as a result of the illegal debt crisis.
To make things worse, rebuilding efforts were set back by another major natural disaster, when a 6.4 magnitude earthquake hit the
island this past January — the strongest earthquake to hit Puerto Rico in a century.

The effects of Hurricane Maria, the illegal debt crisis, and the earthquake are made worse by Puerto Rico’s colonial status as an
“unincorporated territory of the United States.” For this reason, the spirit of Rafael Cancel Miranda lives on for many Puerto Ricans
on the island who today are fighting back and calling into question Puerto Rico’s political status as a colony of the U.S.
His life-long dedication to the struggle serves as an inspiration for the next generation of activists and revolutionaries to pick up the
torch for independence. Last year’s victory that led to the ouster of sexist and bigoted former governor Ricardo Rossello and mobilized half a million Puerto Ricans, and the recent protests in response of the failed response attempts after the earthquake, both point
to the basis for a resurgent anti-colonial struggle.
The PSL honors the legacy of Rafael Cancel Miranda and sends our regards to the family and his comrades during these difficult
times.
‘You can’t call dead those who die fighting for life’
Venezuelan revolutionary folksinger Ali Primera once wrote, “You can’t call dead those who die fighting for life.” Rafael Cancel
Miranda’s last act truly embodies this statement. Knowing his death was nearing, he promised his family and loved ones that he
would wait until after March 1, the anniversary of the 1954 attack on the U.S. Congress to part. So much was his will power and
devotion for Puerto Rico’s independence struggle that he fulfilled his promise and died one day after the anniversary, on March 2.
Rafael Cancel Miranda, Presente! Que Viva Puerto Rico Libre! Long live a free Puerto Rico!

Originally Posted on Liberation New: https://www.liberationnews.org/rafael-cancel-miranda-presente/
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PUERTO RICO: PROINDEPENDENCE FIGHTER
RAFAEL CANCEL MIRANDA
DIES AT 89.
Rafael Cancel-Miranda, an icon of the struggle of the
Puerto Rican people for their independence, died at the age
of 89 at his residence in Rio Piedras, San Juan on Monday.
Born in Mayaguez on July 18, 1930, he was one of the
main leaders of the Puerto Rican independence movement
and the Nationalist Party, which he joined at his 15 years
of age, beginning as a cadet of the republic.
On March 1, 1954, Rafael Cancel-Miranda, Lolita
Lebron,
Andres
Figueroa,
and
Irvin
Flores
Rodriguez entered the U.S. Capitol building armed with
automatic pistols to protest the colonial rule over Puerto
Rico.
On that day, "after shouting 'Viva Puerto Rico libre!' and
deploying a Puerto Rican flag, they fired in the air or at
some congressmen, in one of the boldest acts in the history
of Puerto Rican pro-independence movement," local outlet
El Nuevo Dia recalled.
As a result of this action, he was imprisoned in the
Alcatraz Federal Penitentiary for 25 years, a period in
which his symbolic importance for the Puerto Rican
independence movement acquired historical nuances.
As a result of this rebel action, he was imprisoned in the
Alcatraz Federal Penitentiary for 25 years, a period in
which his symbolic importance for the Puerto
Rican
pro-independence movement acquired historical
nuances.
In 1979, United States President Jimmy Carter pardoned
Cancel Miranda, Lebron, and Flores Rodriguez.
During his life, Cancel-Miranda stood out as a writer
publishing nine books and dozens of political analysis
articles in international and local newspapers and
magazines.

In the acts to remember this historical character, Puerto
Rican flags will wave “as high as possible,” as he had
requested.

Originally Published here:
https://www.telesurenglish.net/news/
Puerto-Rico-Pro-Independence-Fighter
-Cancel-Miranda-Dies-at-89-202003030004.html
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PROLIBERTAD RESOURCE PAGE:
SEND
PROLIBERTAD A
DONATION!
If you’re interested in sending
ProLibertad a donation, please visit our
website, www.ProLibertad.org, and
click the banner at the bottom of every
page and go to our Alliance for Global
Justice Fundraising page and send us a
donation! Every dollar helps us!

FOLLOW PROLIBERTAD ON ALL OUR
SOCIAL MEDA/YouTube:

JOIN THE PROLIBERTAD FREEDOM
CAMPAIGN:
You have the power to free Nina and Ana.
Join ProLibertad and help us:
Organize a community workshop;
Put together a letter writing night;
• Facilitate a community discussion on
Puerto Rico;
Get your union or school to pass a resolution
calling for the prisoner’s freedom;
• Dedicate a mass to the prisoners.
•
•

•

Come to one of our meetings!
Contact us at 718-601-4751!
Email us at
ProLibertad@hotmail.com!

Facebook:
Facebook.com/ProLibertadFC
Instagram: @ProLibertadFC
Twitter: @ProLibertad
Subscribe to our YouTube Channel:
ProLibertadTV on YouTube

For over 25 years, the ProLibertad Freedom Campaign has been working for the release of the Puerto Rican
Political Prisoners. With the release of 11 of the Political Prisoners in September 1999, we re-dedicated our
efforts to securing the freedom of the remaining Puerto Rican political prisoners. Through educational
events, lobbying and public pressure work and activities it is our goal to secure the freedom of these patriots
whose only “crime” has been the love of their home land, Puerto Rico. We support the release of All U.S.
held Political Prisoners, oppose the U.S. colonial control of Puerto Rico, oppose U.S. imperialism
throughout the world, and the U.S. military presence in Vieques. For more information contact us at:
ProLibertad@Hotmail.com, at 718-601-4751, or visit our website www.ProLibertad.org

