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¡FRANKY VIVE LA LUCHA SIGUE! PHOTO GALLERY 

A portrait of Frank Velgara by         
people's artist/Socialist/Revolutionary 

Carlito Rovira. Almost a hundred people in attendance.  

Benjamin Ramos, of ProLibertad/Close        
personal friend of Frank's, and Yuisa         

Alegria-Gimeno, Frank's daughter, MCing    
together.  

Dr. Joaquin Morante, Franky's nephew, and           
Yuisa Alegria-Gimeno.  
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For the rest of the photos go to the  
ProLibertad website: 
www.ProLibertad.org 

¡FRANKY VIVE LA LUCHA SIGUE! PHOTO GALLERY 

BombaYo playing their drums and dancing.  

Ambassador Tra of the U.N. Mission of Vietnam.  

David Baida, close friend of Frank's, Broadway 
singer and actor.  



Continued on page 5... 
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"Cuando la tiranía es ley, la revolución es 
orden"-Don Pedro Albizu Campos                                                                                    

“When tyranny is law, revolution is order.”    
-Don Pedro Albizu Campos 

It would be easy for me to rattle off Franky’s political resume and talk 
about every organization, campaign, or committee that Franky worked 
with throughout his life.  After 50 years of revolutionary struggle, he    
certainly was part of many formations and did a lot of work and I promise 
you that we will cover all of it. 
 
But before I do, you all need to understand that Franky’s love of his     
people and nation was indescribable and unconditional.  His commitment 
to the liberation of Puerto Rico was unyielding and uncompromising.  His 
faith in people’s struggle was unmovable and unstoppable. 
 
Franky wept when his people suffered under the yoke of colonialism. 
 
Franky raged at the oppression and repression of his people. 
 
Franky rejoiced in our resistance and struggle against U.S. imperialism. 
 
Franky felt pride in our youth and their uprisings and protests. 
 
Where did this love and pride come from? From his mother and         
grandmother. Franky often referred to them as “warrior women” and    
credited them for instilling in him his Puerto Rican pride and desire to 
struggle for liberation.  
 
Both were members of the Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico.  They fled the 
island when the party was targeted by the U.S. government for liquidation.  They moved to the Lower Eastside of New York City 
and continued their work there. Revolution and Resistance were in Franky’s blood.  It was hardwired into his DNA. 
 
Onto the political resume: 
  
 In the 1970s, Franky joined El Comité and began his journey to becoming the Revolutionary Socialist and Internationalist, he     
remained his entire life.  
 
At first, his work revolved around the campaign to free the nationalists, who had been incarcerated for their assault on Congress. 
Eventually, his role in El Comité MINP changed and grew.  After some years of work, he became part of the Central Committee and 
dealt with the organization’s external relations. 
 
Franky’s work in El Comité often took him to Puerto Rico, where he participated in numerable activities and meetings.  While there, 
Franky created long-lasting relationships with organizations and individuals that would prove vital in the formation of other         
organizations and campaigns decades later. 
 
One of Franky’s most important duties was to build relationships with other liberation movements. This work helped shape Franky 
as an internationalist. He became an ally to many national liberation movements and helped forge deep, unbreakable bonds with 
many non-Puerto Rican communities.  His decades-long support of the Cuban and Vietnamese revolutions made him a longtime 
friend and ally to both nations. 
 
After El Comité MINP was dissolved, Franky continued his work in different political organizations. No matter what state the U.S. 
Left was in, Franky found a way to create unity and build mass movements. He participated in various ad hoc committees supporting 
Vietnam, Cuba, Palestine, and other Latin American liberation movements. 

¡FRANK VELGARA: PUERTO RICAN REVOLUTIONARY 

Benjamin Ramos, of ProLibertad, speaking 
on the legacy of Franky’s Puerto Rico work 

throughout the decades.  Photo by Ken Stein. 
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Continued from page 4, Frank Velgara... 
 
After El Comité MINP was dissolved, Franky continued his work in different political organizations. No matter what state the U.S. 
Left was in, Franky found a way to create unity and build mass movements. He participated in various ad hoc committees supporting 
Vietnam, Cuba, Palestine, and other Latin American liberation movements. 
 
In the late 1980s, Franky assisted in the formation of The U.S. and Puerto Rico Solidarity Network (USPRSN), which brought     
together activists from Puerto Rico and throughout the Puerto Rican diaspora to address issues pertaining to Puerto Rican             
independence.  Franky was key in publishing their newsletter, which was sent out to hundreds of supporters. 
 
Franky was a founding member of El Frente Socialista de Puerto Rico and represented their work in the United States.  El Frente 
Socialista is a coalition of socialist organizations and individuals that work for Puerto Rican independence and for the establishment 
of socialism in Puerto Rico.   
 
After a discussion with, then political prisoner, Ricardo Jimenez, Franky, with the support of several Puerto Rican elders, called for 
the formation of the ProLibertad Amnesty Campaign in 1994.  The campaign’s focus was to help strengthen and broaden the work to 
free the Puerto Rican political prisoners and prisoners of war.    
 
In 1997, Franky was instrumental in establishing El Comite 98, an international network which organized a march of over 10,000 
people to the United Nations to denounce the centennial anniversary of the invasion of Puerto Rico. 
 
When David Sanes was killed in Vieques in 1998, Franky called for the formation of The Vieques Support Campaign.  This        
campaign educated, organized, and mobilized people to support the residents of Vieques and their struggle to remove the U.S. Navy 
from the island.  When the U. S. Navy left Vieques in 2001, Ismael Guadalupe, and other activists on the island, invited Franky to 
their celebration.  They recognized him as a long-time friend and ally to their movement. 
 
In the mid-2000s, Franky worked with Call to Action on Puerto Rico (CTA), which formed in July 2015 in response to the debt crisis 
in Puerto Rico.  He was a member of the coordinating committee and helped lead a successful delegation to Puerto Rico and 
Vieques.  CTA continues its work today and has built a powerful campaign against PROMESA, La Junta Fiscal, and LUMA Energy.  
 
Again, it’s impossible to summarize the life of this remarkable man.  The list above does not do justice to the distinguished political 
career of a man who dedicated over 50 years of his life to the freedom of his people.  We have tried our best to give you a snapshot 
of his life, work, and legacy.  Take from it what you will.  We hope that it inspires you to work for freedom, liberation, and          
revolution.   
 
To quote Frank Velgara: 
¡Que viva Puerto Rico Libre y Socialista! 

Puerto Rican Revolutionaries singing La Borinqueña at the end of Franky’s Tribute.  The choir includes: 
Erick Ramos, of the PIP-NY, Ismael Nuñez of ProLibertad, Lorraine Liriano, Ed Ortiz, and Norma Torres 

of Call to Action on Puerto Rico, Yuisa Alegria-Gimeno, Frank’s daughter, Ben Ramos of ProLibertad,  
and Camilo Matos, El Partido Naconalista-Junta de Nueva York. 



The ProLibertad Freedom Campaign has been working for the release of the Puerto Rican Political 
Prisoners.  With the release of 11 of the Political Prisoners in September 1999, we re-dedicated our 

efforts to securing the freedom of the remaining Puerto Rican political prisoners.  Through              
educational events, lobbying and public pressure work and activities it is our goal to secure the     

freedom of these patriots whose only “crime” has been the love of their home land, Puerto Rico.  We 
support the release of All U.S. held Political Prisoners, oppose the U.S. colonial control of Puerto   
Rico, oppose U.S. imperialism throughout the world, and the U.S. military presence in Vieques.  

FOLLOW PROLIBERTAD ON ALL OUR 
SOCIAL MEDA/YouTube: 

 

Facebook:  
Facebook.com/ProLibertadFC 
Instagram: @ProLibertadFC  

Twitter: @ProLibertad 
YouTube: ProLibertadTV  

 
Email us at ProLibertad@Hotmail.com  

to join our email list. 
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PROLIBERTAD RESOURCE PAGE: 

HELP FUND US!  SEND PROLIBERTAD A  
DONATION! 

 
Endorse the check or money order to:  
IFCO/Pastors for Peace. In the memo     

section please write ProLibertad and mail 
it to: 

 

IFCO 
PO Box 1368 

Orange, NJ 07051-1368  

http://facebook.com/ProLibertadFC
https://www.instagram.com/prolibertadfc/
https://twitter.com/ProLibertad

