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PUERTO RICAN INDEPENDENCE CONTINGENT AT THE  
NATIONAL PUERTO RICAN DAY PARADE! 

New York, NY, June 7th 2019: On    Sunday, June 9th,     
Hundreds of Puerto   Rican activists and their allies will march 
with El Frente Independentista Boricua (El Frente) in the 62nd 
Annual National   Puerto Rican Day Parade to demand     Puerto 
Rican Independence and Self-determination, the abolition of the 
Fiscal Control Board in Puerto Rico, and for an end of 120 plus 
years of U.S. colonialism. 
 
El Frente is a coalition of Puerto Rican organizations and indi-
viduals united in their goal of building a mass     movement for 
Puerto Rican independence throughout the United States. Based 
in New York City, the El Frente has worked diligently through-
out the past year to raise awareness of Puerto Rico’s colonial 
status. 
 
For 120 years, Puerto Rico has been a   colony of the    United 
States and according to Prof. Ana M. López, a spokesperson of 

El Frente, "The U.N.   Special Committee on Decolonization has 
passed 35 resolutions, demanding that U.S. transfer all powers to 
the Puerto Rican people so they can exercise self-determination 
and independence.  International law clearly states that           
colonialism is a crime against humanity and must be                
immediately irradiated.” 
 
Through direct actions at the United  Nations, educational    ac-
tivities, organizing our communities, and the development of 
innovative social media strategies, El Frente has established itself 
as an organizational focal point for pro-independence activism 
throughout the Puerto Rican diaspora. 
 
Eric Ramos, another spokesperson, expressed, "El Frente’s latest 
campaign is the mobilization of hundreds of activists to           

Las Lolitas de Nueva York.  Photo Credit; Benjamin Ramos Rosado 
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Puerto Rican Contingent... 

 
participate in the “Why We March”       
contingent of the      National Puerto Rican 
Day Parade. Dressed in black and white, 
these individuals, from the tri-state area 
and         neighboring states, will carry 
placards with messages such as, "Abolish 
the Fiscal Control Board" “Puerto Rico 
belongs to Puerto Ricans”, and              
“Self-Determination is Independence,        
Statehood is surrender.” 
 
According to Benjamin Ramos, another 
spokesperson, “We’re marching so we can 
educate our people, mobilize them, and to 
inspire them to help fight for an equitable     
future for our nation, a future free from 
U.S. political colonial reign and one where 
the Puerto Rican people decide their own 
political and economic destiny.” 
 
El Frente’s contingent will also be        
mobilizing for their National September 
21st March for Puerto Rican                 
Independence. This demonstration,        
endorsed by over 30 civic and national 
human rights organizations (available up-
on demand), will begin on 59th St. and       
Columbus Circle and march down to the 
United Nations. 
 
This march is both a celebration of the 
151st anniversary of El Grito de Lares, an 
insurrection for Puerto Rican                
independence from Spain in 1868, and to 
take advantage of reconvening of the U.N. 
General Assembly. El Frente's goal is to 
bring Puerto Rico’s colonial case to the 
General Assembly of the United     Na-
tions for review. 
 
Spokespeople for El Frente will be       
available for interviews at the National 
Puerto Rican Day Parade. 
 
 

For more information,  
please contact: 

 

Ana López  
(646) 229-5133,  

Ben Ramos  
(917) 993-0356 ,  

Eric Ramos  
(917) 200-2637 

PRESS RELEASE FROM THE                 
ABOLITIONIST LAW CENTER AND     

PEOPLE’S LAW OFFICE 

The Abolitionist Law Center and the People’s Law Office are proud to share that Janet 
Holloway Africa and Janine Phillips Africa of the MOVE 9 have been released from 
state custody after more than forty years of incarceration. Earlier this morning [May 
24, 2019], the MOVE sisters were finally released on parole from SCI Cambridge 
Springs and are now with family and friends. The sisters have been battling for their 
freedom after being consistently denied parole for a decade despite an impeccable 
disciplinary record and extensive record of mentorship and community service during 
their time in prison. 
 
Following their 2018 parole denial, attorneys from Abolitionist Law Center and      
People’s Law Office filed petitions for habeas corpus seeking their release from     
prison. The habeas petitions challenged their parole denials on the grounds that the 
decisions were arbitrary and lacking in any evidence that Janet or Janine presented a 
risk to    public safety. Under pressure from litigation and with a court date for May 28 
looming, the Pennsylvania Board of Probation and Parole (board) granted Janet and 
Janine    parole on May 14, 2019, just one day after the anniversary of the notorious 
May 13, 1985 bombing of the MOVE home. 
 
“The release of Janet and Janine is a victory not only for them and their loved ones, 
but also for the MOVE Organization and the movement to free all political prisoners,” 
said attorney Brad Thomson of People’s Law Office. “Janet and Janine were excellent 
candidates for parole. They have been described by DOC staff as model prisoners and 
neither of them has had a single disciplinary incident in over twenty years. While in 
prison, they have participated in community fundraisers, and social programs,        
including training service dogs. They are remarkable women to deserve to be free.” 
 
Like Debbie and Mike Africa, who were released last year, Janet and Janine are now 
able to experience holding their loved ones outside of prison walls for the first time in 
decades. The release of Janet and Janine after forty years is the culmination of the 
MOVE organization, public support, legal action, and policy changes. 
 
Three other members of the MOVE 9 remain incarcerated (Chuck, Delbert and Eddie 
Africa), while two others (Merle Africa and Phil Africa) died in custody. Abolitionist 
Law Center and People’s Law Office represent Chuck, Delbert and Eddie in the    
struggle for their freedom. To support the fight, you may donate to the MOVE9 Legal 
Fund. 
 

Press Contact: Mike Africa Jr., MikeAfricaJr@gmail.com 
Brad Thomson bradjaythomson@gmail.com 773-297-9689 

Janine and Janet Africa are freed on parole  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS:  



For over 25 years, the ProLibertad Freedom Campaign has been working for the release of the Puerto Rican 
Political Prisoners.  With the release of 11 of the Political Prisoners in September 1999, we re-dedicated our 

efforts to securing the freedom of the remaining Puerto Rican political prisoners.  Through educational 
events, lobbying and public pressure work and activities it is our goal to secure the freedom of these patriots 
whose only “crime” has been the love of their home land, Puerto Rico.  We support the release of All U.S. 

held Political Prisoners, oppose the U.S. colonial control of Puerto Rico, oppose U.S. imperialism     
throughout the world, and the U.S. military presence in Vieques. For more information Contact us at:  

ProLibertad@Hotmail.com, at 718-601-4751, or visit our website www.ProLibertad.org 

FOLLOW PROLIBERTAD ON ALL OUR 
SOCIAL MEDA/YouTube: 

 

Facebook:  
Facebook.com/ProLibertadFC 
Instagram: @ProLibertadFC  

Twitter: @ProLibertad 
 

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel: 
ProLibertadTV on YouTube 
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JOIN THE PROLIBERTAD FREEDOM 
CAMPAIGN: 

 

You  have the power to free Nina and Ana.   
Join ProLibertad and help us: 

 

 Organize a community workshop; 
 Put together a letter writing night; 
 Dedicate a mass to the prisoners. 

 

Come to one of our meetings!   
Contact us at 718-601-4751! 

SIGN THE PETITION TO FREE NINA 
DROZ FRANCO: 

 
https://www.change.org/p/libertad-para-

nina-droz-franco 
 

SEND A LETTER TO THE U.N. HIGH 
COMMISSIONER OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
IN GENEVA FOR ANA BELEN MONTES: 

 
http://www.prolibertad.org/u-n-campaign

-for-ana-belen 

SEND  NINA DROZ 
FRANCO A LETTER, 

CARD, OR  
POSTCARD: 

 
Nina Droz-Franco   
#50427-069 
FCI Tallahassee 
Federal Correctional  
Institution 
501 Capital Circle, NE 
Tallahassee, FL  32301 

PROLIBERTAD RESOURCE PAGE: 
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