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PROLIBERTAD’S STATEMENT TO THE UNITED
NATIONS SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON DECOLONIZATION:
COMMITTEE HEARINGS ON THE CASE OF PUERTO RICO.
Honorable members of the U.N. Special Committee on Decolonization, thank you, for this opportunity to
be heard before this committee today.
I begin with this irrefutable fact: Puerto Rico is a colony. On July 25th, 1898, the U.S. military invaded
under the guise that the U.S. government was going to share the benefits of its freedoms and protection.
Since our colonization, we have been victims of U.S. economic and political exploitation and
manipulation. There have been innumerable campaigns to eliminate our language, national identity, and
culture. And, when we have revolted against these injustices, we were labeled “terrorists” and have
either been assassinated or incarcerated. This repression is historically typical of a colonial relationship.
As I read this statement, the Puerto Rican nation is still suffering under the Colonial Fiscal Control
Board. This board has caused the closure of hospitals and schools, the elimination of pensions and
retirement funds, and has caused rampant unemployment throughout the island. It pushed the passage of the LUMA Energy
Contract, which has cost millions of dollars in lost revenue, furthered the dependency on fossil fuels, and increased the price of other
basic services. A Fiscal Control Board that has forced mass migration out of Puerto Rico. Forced relocation and economic
refugee-ism are also historically typical of a colonial relationship.
Currently, the colonial government and the Fiscal Control Board have been championing Act 60, which was passed in 2019 and has
created tax incentives for rich Americans and Europeans to gentrify the island. It has inspired and supported a wave of
cryptocurrency colonizers like Brock Pierce and Social Media Moguls like Logan Paul to come to Puerto Rico to buy as much
territory and homes as possible to fund their tourist ventures. Ventures which rarely employ Puerto Ricans and over saturate their
pockets because they barely pay taxes. All the while, Puerto Rican citizens are overtaxed and can barely survive. U.S. colonialism
has made Puerto Rico a home for the rich who want to become richer.
There is a bill in Congress called, “The Puerto Rico Status Act” which pretends to resolve colonialism. The fact that this bill gives
the U.S. government the power to approve or disapprove of our decolonization shows that the U.S. government has no desire to
change their colonial control of Puerto Rico. The fact that Statehood is an option for decolonization is ridiculous and contradictory.
We support the decolonization process laid out by international law. The idea that the U.S. government is entitled to control and
approve the mechanisms of our self-determination is dangerous.
Before I finish, I want to point out the fact that disgraced former Governor of Puerto Rico Ricardo Rossello is scheduled to speak
today. He was ousted from power by the will of the Puerto Rican people on the island and Diaspora. His presence here, speaking on
behalf of our nation, is an insult and contrary to the will of our people.
Honorable members, I ask this committee to stand with us, as you have before, and pass a resolution calling for an end to U.S.
colonialism in Puerto Rico. We recommend that the case of Puerto Rico be brought to the United Nations General Assembly for
review.
¡Que Viva Puerto Rico Libre! Free Puerto Rico!
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RALLY FOR PUERTO RICO AT THE UNITED NATIONS.
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PROLIBERTAD RESOURCE PAGE:
HELP FUND US! SEND
PROLIBERTAD A
DONATION!
Endorse the check or money order to:
IFCO/Pastors for Peace. In the memo
section please write ProLibertad and mail
it to:

IFCO
PO Box 1368
Orange, NJ 07051-1368

FOLLOW PROLIBERTAD ON ALL OUR
SOCIAL MEDA/YouTube:

JOIN THE PROLIBERTAD FREEDOM
CAMPAIGN:
You have the power to free Nina and Ana.
Join ProLibertad and help us:
Organize a community workshop;
Put together a letter writing night;
• Facilitate a community discussion on
Puerto Rico;
Get your union or school to pass a resolution
calling for the prisoner’s freedom;
• Dedicate a mass to the prisoners.
•
•

•

Come to one of our meetings!
Contact us at 718-601-4751!
Email us at
ProLibertad@hotmail.com!

Facebook:
Facebook.com/ProLibertadFC
Instagram: @ProLibertadFC
Twitter: @ProLibertad
Subscribe to our YouTube Channel:
ProLibertadTV on YouTube

The ProLibertad Freedom Campaign has been working for the release of the Puerto Rican Political
Prisoners. With the release of 11 of the Political Prisoners in September 1999, we re-dedicated our
efforts to securing the freedom of the remaining Puerto Rican political prisoners. Through
educational events, lobbying and public pressure work and activities it is our goal to secure the
freedom of these patriots whose only “crime” has been the love of their home land, Puerto Rico. We
support the release of All U.S. held Political Prisoners, oppose the U.S. colonial control of Puerto
Rico, oppose U.S. imperialism throughout the world, and the U.S. military presence in Vieques.

