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UNITED NATIONS SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON
DECOLONIZATION: COMMITTEE HEARINGS ON THE
CASE OF PUERTO RICO.
Presentation By:
Benjamin Ramos Rosado
The ProLibertad Freedom Campaign
Friday, June 18, 2021
Honorable members of the U.N. Special Committee on
De-colonization, thank you, for this opportunity to be heard before
this committee today. My name is Benjamin Ramos Rosado and I
speak on behalf of The ProLibertad Freedom Campaign. I begin
with this list:

The U.S. invasion of Puerto Rico on July 25th, 1898; the Jones
Act of 1917; the 60 year bombing of Vieques; the assassinations
of Don Pedro Albizu Campos, Angel Rodriguez Cristobal, and
Filiberto Ojeda Rios; The Ponce Massacre; the forced sterilization of 22% of Puerto Rican Women of child bearing age; the incarceration of the FALN and Los Macheteros; Operation Bootstrap; the the PROMESA bill; the Fiscal Control Board; the mismanagement
of the Hurricane Maria crisis; and the incompetence of the U.S. government and the Puerto Rican colonial government during the
COVID-19 global pandemic. This list is only a small sampling of the human rights violations perpetrated against the Puerto Rican
nation in our 122-year “relationship” with the United States of America.
Puerto Rico is a colony; this is an irrefutable fact. Because of colonialism, we are victims of U.S. economic and political exploitation
and manipulation. We have been subjected to innumerable campaigns to eliminate our language, national identity, and culture. And
when we have revolted against these injustices, we have been labeled “terrorists” and have either been assassinated or incarcerated.
This oppression is historically typical of a colonial relationship.

As I read this statement, the Puerto Rican nation is protesting the passage of the LUMA Energy Contract. This U.S.-Cananda joint
venture is the latest attempt by the U.S government to privatize our nation’s basic services. This contract will cause unemployment,
the defunding of retirement pensions, will cost the Puerto Rican people millions of dollars in revenue, further the dependency on
fossil fuels, and will increase the price of other basic services. I will not elaborate further on this topic because my colleagues from
Puerto Rico have experienced firsthand the disastrous effects of LUMA and they can speak on this topic far better than I could.
As an organization based in the Puerto Rican Diaspora, we have witnessed the mass migration of Puerto Ricans to the United States.
They came with the hope that they would find the employment, educational resources, and basic services they have been denied in
Puerto Rico. These resources do not exist in Puerto Rico because of the mismanagement and corruption within the colonial
government.
Since their arrival, these Boricuas have experienced unemployment, homelessness, exploitation, racism, and criminalization. They
traded the colonialism they lived in Puerto Rico for the colonialism we live within the Diaspora. These brave people did not deserve
to uproot their lives because of a colonial economic system that does not provide for them. Forced relocation and economic
refugee-ism are two other human rights violations perpetuated against our nation.
It is important to note that the Puerto Rican nation has had its share of victories against colonialism. We ended the bombing of
Vieques; we have freed our political prisoners; we have fought U.S. labor colonialism and privatization; and we have survived the
campaigns to destroy our independence movement. Our resilience and pride have pushed us through incredible adversity into
victory. Despite colonialism, we have remained unapologetically Puerto Rican. We will continue to fight until our nation achieves
true decolonization and independence. Our efforts to achieve independence will not be thwarted by statehood campaigns or by

Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 2,
United Nations
meaningless plebiscites.
Currently, there is a bill in
Congress called, “The Puerto
Rico Self-Determination Act”
which pretends to resolve
colonialism. The fact that our
self-determination must be
granted to us by the U.S
Congress proves our colonial
domination. The fact that this
bill gives the U.S. government
the power to approve or
disapprove of our choices
shows
that
the
U.S.
government has no desire to
change their colonial control of
Puerto Rico. ProLibertad does
not support this bill.
We
support the decolonization
process that has been laid out
by international law. The idea
that the colonizing power has
the right to control and
approve the mechanisms of our
self-determination
is
ridiculous and dangerous.
Before, I finish I would like to
mention
Puerto
Rican
Prisoner of Conscience Ana
Belen Montes. Incarcerated
for
following her
conscience, Ana’s case has
nothing to do with Puerto Rico,
but former Political Prisoner
Oscar Lopez Rivera has asked
us to
mention her
wherever we speak. I quote
Oscar, “We should all be proud
of her, support her, and
demand her release from
prison.” I mention her today as
an act of solidarity and
gratitude for her bravery and
sacrifice.
Honorable members, I ask this
committee to stand with us, as
you have before, and pass a
resolution calling for an end to
U.S colonialism in Puerto
Rico. We recommend that the
case of Puerto Rico be brought
to the United Nations General
Assembly for review.
¡Que Viva Puerto Rico Libre!
Free Puerto Rico!

PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE U.N.
DEMONSTRATION AT RALPH BUNCHE PARK!
Photographs provided by ProLibertad Staff Photographer
Ismael Nuñez
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PROLIBERTAD RESOURCE PAGE:
HELP FUND US! SEND
PROLIBERTAD A
DONATION!
Endorse the check or money order to:
IFCO/Pastors for Peace. In the memo
section please write ProLibertad and mail
it to:

IFCO
PO Box 1368
Orange, NJ 07051-1368

FOLLOW PROLIBERTAD ON ALL OUR
SOCIAL MEDA/YouTube:

JOIN THE PROLIBERTAD FREEDOM
CAMPAIGN:
You have the power to free Nina and Ana.
Join ProLibertad and help us:
Organize a community workshop;
Put together a letter writing night;
• Facilitate a community discussion on
Puerto Rico;
Get your union or school to pass a resolution
calling for the prisoner’s freedom;
• Dedicate a mass to the prisoners.
•
•

•

Come to one of our meetings!
Contact us at 718-601-4751!
Email us at
ProLibertad@hotmail.com!

Facebook:
Facebook.com/ProLibertadFC
Instagram: @ProLibertadFC
Twitter: @ProLibertad
Subscribe to our YouTube Channel:
ProLibertadTV on YouTube

The ProLibertad Freedom Campaign has been working for the release of the Puerto Rican Political
Prisoners. With the release of 11 of the Political Prisoners in September 1999, we re-dedicated our
efforts to securing the freedom of the remaining Puerto Rican political prisoners. Through
educational events, lobbying and public pressure work and activities it is our goal to secure the
freedom of these patriots whose only “crime” has been the love of their home land, Puerto Rico.
We support the release of All U.S. held Political Prisoners, oppose the U.S. colonial control of
Puerto Rico, oppose U.S. imperialism throughout the world, and the U.S. military presence in
Vieques.

