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ANA BELEN MONTES IS FREE! IN HER OWN WORDS! 
The ProLibertad Freedom Campaign is overjoyed to 

share the news that Puerto Rican Prisoner of Conscience 
Ana Belen Montes was released on  

Friday, January 6th, 2023. 
 
From a communication written by Ana Belen Montes herself today:  
 
I am more than happy to touch Puerto Rican soil again.  After two rather grueling 
decades and in need of earning a living again, I would like to pursue a quiet and    
private existence.   
 
Therefore, I will not participate in any media activities.  I encourage those who wish 
to focus on me to instead focus on important issues, such as the serious problems 
facing the Puerto Rican people or the US economic embargo on Cuba.  Who in the 
last 60 years has asked the Cuban people if they want the United States to impose a 
suffocating embargo that makes them suffer?   
 
The pressing need for global cooperation to halt and reverse our destruction of our 
environment also deserves attention.  I as a person am irrelevant.  I am unimportant, 
while there are serious problems in our global homeland that demand attention and a 
demonstration of brotherly love. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ana Belén Montes 

 
At the request of Ana Belén Montes, this statement is issued as the only public expression    
authorized by, or on behalf of, her in relation to her release.  No additional interview or      
comment authorized by her will be granted.  Please respect this decision and her privacy. 

 
 Linda Backiel 

 Lawyer for Ana Belén Montes 
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Continued on page 4... 

¡FRANKY VIVE! ¡LA LUCHA SIGUE! 
“Reaching 70 years, something that in my 

youth I wasn’t entirely certain I would reach, I 
continue living and loving with the knowledge 
that I’m a privileged human being thanks to 
the many, men and womyn, who have added 

grains, seeds, boulders, and flowers, that have 
continued to form this servant from a noble, 

valiant, beautiful people in struggle.” 
-Francisco Velgara, taken from a note he 

wrote on his 70th Birthday in 2019. 
 
On behalf of the Frank Velgara Tribute Committee, thank you for joining us 
as we celebrate the incredible life and political legacy of Francisco “Franky” 
Velgara.  The past few months have been difficult as we move forward   
without him.  We all miss his wisdom, strength, and sense of humor.  So 
today, we ask you all to share your memories and stories of Franky.  We ask 
you to join us in celebrating the extraordinary legacy of a man whose life 
was punctuated by struggle and resistance.  
 
It's difficult to encapsulate Franky’s 73 years of life and over 50 years of 
revolutionary struggle.   We feel anything we write will be insufficient and 
pale in comparison to the truth.  It is both a heartbreaking task and yet      
simultaneously wonderful.  His well-lived life reminds us to fight for       

liberation and to cherish family and friends. As we mourn, we also derive inspiration and joy from his life.  
 
It is important to note that Franky was so much more than just a revolutionary political figure.  He was a      well-rounded and unique 
individual, whose tastes and interests varied.  His thirst for knowledge, discourse, and experience was unmatched.     
 
Many of you might not be aware that Franky was an artist. He was a poet, sculptor, and lover of Motown.  He would play Salsa,   
Santeria drumbeats, and La Nueva Trova and dance as he cooked or cleaned his apartment.   
 
Franky collected Puerto Rican, Caribbean, African, and Latin American art.  His apartment, which he often referred to as his         
museum, was covered wall to wall with paintings, silk screens, and traditional Puerto Rican and Dominican Vejigante masks. 
 
He was a staunch Star Wars and Star Trek fan-he refused to favor one over the other.  He loved sharing his deep appreciation of what 
he referred to as “Quality Science Fiction” with everyone who visited his home.   
 
He was also a game show fanatic and loved watching Jeopardy, Wheel of Fortune, The Price is Right, and Let’s Make a Deal.  He 
would record these shows and watch them repeatedly.  He refused to let work, doctor’s appointments, meetings, or activities keep 
him from his daily trivia challenges. 
 
He was a wonderful cook and enjoyed making his famous Coquito.  Franky loved to celebrate holidays with friends and would host 
Christmas Tree trimming parties, Three Kings Day celebrations, or simple dinner    parties.  He reveled in any opportunity to be   
surrounded by love, friendship, and family. 
 
Franky lost his immediate family when he was young, so he created a chosen family.  He had twinned biological children (Yuisa and 
Lucia Leandro) and several adopted sons (Pedro, Jose, and Joaquin).  He loved his children and took pride in the incredible people 
they grew up to be.    Throughout the years, he mentored and trained numerous young people and adopted them into this extended 
family.  He had various chosen brothers and sisters (the list is too large to create) and those siblings gave him many godchildren, 
nephews, and nieces. 
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Continued on page 5... 

Continued from page 3, ¡Franky Vive... 
 
Many of us were part of his extended family.  We celebrated, laughed, and cried together. We had deep political discourse and     
arguments together. We built organizations and campaigns together.  We picketed, protested, and raised consciousness together.  We 
survived his sarcasm and caustic wit together.  We looked after him, spent time with him, and held his hand as he passed on together. 
 
He wasn’t just a revolutionary because of his political beliefs, he was a revolutionary because of the infinite and eternal love he had 
for us and his people.  Loving people in that way, with all your heart and with reckless abandon, is a revolutionary act.  It is no    
wonder that Franky’s favorite Che quote was: “At the risk of seeming ridiculous, let me say that the true revolutionary is guided by 
a great feeling of love. It is impossible to think of a genuine revolutionary lacking this quality.” 
 
Franky exemplified its sentiment.  It was one of his guiding principles and he lived it to the moment he died.  
 
With love, solidarity, and resistance, we share with you, the revolutionary journey of Francisco “Franky” Velgara Valentin: 
 
Franky was born on Wednesday, August 24th, 1949, in Santurce, Puerto Rico. He was the firstborn child of Gregoria Velgara       
Valentin and first grandchild of Doña Amparo Pino Melendez.  Two or three years later, his mother and grandmother brought him to 
the Lower Eastside of New York City.  They were fleeing the persecution of El Partido Nacionalista de Puerto Rico (The Puerto   
Rican Nationalist Party) by the U.S. government, which had ordered the liquidation of El Partido and the arrest of its membership.  
 
Franky often referred to his mother and grandmother as “warrior women” and credited them for instilling in him his Puerto Rican 
pride and desire to struggle for liberation. Despite their departure from Puerto Rico, his mother and grandmother would continue 
their fight for social justice and change in the Lower Eastside.  Revolution and Resistance were in his blood.  
  
Living in the U.S., Franky faced racism and xenophobia, but despite that oppression, his brilliance, and industriousness allowed him 
to graduate high school and go onto college. He defied the poverty, street gangs, and rampant drug abuse around him and excelled.   
 
Franky’s mother died when he was barely out of his adolescence. When faced with this devastating loss, he took over caring for his 
family and worked hard to keep them together.  Franky loved his family, both biological and chosen, with a ferocity that could not be 
described.   
  
In the 1970s, Franky joined El Comité and began his journey to becoming the Revolutionary Communist, Independentista, and     
Internationalist, he remained his entire life. At first, his work revolved around the campaign to free the nationalists, who had been 
incarcerated for their assault on Congress. Eventually, his role in El Comité MINP changed and grew.  After some years of work, he 
became part of the Central Committee and dealt with the organization’s external relations. 
 
Franky’s work in El Comité often took him to Puerto Rico, where he participated in numerable activities and meetings.  While there, 
Franky created long-lasting relationships with organizations and individuals that would prove vital in the formation of other         
organizations and campaigns decades later. 
 
One of Franky’s most important duties was to build relationships with other liberation movements. This work helped shape Franky 
as an internationalist. He became an ally to many national liberation movements and helped forge deep, unbreakable bonds with 
many non-Puerto Rican communities.  His decades-long support of the Cuban and Vietnamese revolutions made him a longtime 
friend and ally to both nations. 
 
After El Comité MINP was dissolved, Franky continued his work in different political organizations. No matter what state the U.S. 
Left was in, Franky found a way to create unity and build mass movements. He participated in various ad hoc committees supporting 
of Vietnam, Cuba, Palestine, and other Latin American liberation movements. 
 
In the late 1980s, Franky assisted in the formation of The U.S. and Puerto Rico Solidarity Network (USPRSN), which brought     
together activists from Puerto Rico and throughout the Puerto Rican diaspora to address issues pertaining to Puerto Rican             
independence.  Franky was key in publishing their newsletter, which was sent out to hundreds of supporters. 
 
In the early 1990s, Franky helped found The National Network on Cuba (NNOC), a coalition of Cuba solidarity activists and       
political organizations from all over the United States.  The Network’s goals were to provide Cuba support during the special period 
and to work towards dismantling the U.S. blockade against the island.  The NNOC continues their until now. 
 
Franky was a founding member of El Frente Socialista de Puerto Rico and represented their work in the United States.  El Frente 
Socialista is a coalition of socialist organizations and individuals that work for Puerto Rican independence and for the establishment 
of socialism in Puerto Rico.  El Frente Socialista is currently active in Puerto Rico. 



Continued from page 4, ¡Franky Vive... 
 
After a discussion with, then political prisoner,    
Ricardo Jimenez, Franky, with the support of      
several Puerto Rican elders, called for the formation 
of the ProLibertad Amnesty Campaign in 1994.  
The    campaign’s focus was to help strengthen and     
broaden the work to free the Puerto Rican political 
prisoners and prisoners of war.   ProLibertad       
continues to exist and supports the work to free all 
U.S. held political prisoners and advocates for    
Puerto Rican independence. 
 
In 1997, Franky was instrumental in establishing El 
Comite 98, an international network which          
organized a march of over 10,000 people to the   
United Nations to denounce the centennial           
anniversary of the invasion of Puerto Rico. 
 
When David Sanes was killed in Vieques in 1998, 
Franky called for the formation of The Vieques    
Support Campaign.  This        campaign educated, 
organized, and mobilized people to support the    
residents of Vieques and their struggle to remove 
the U.S. Navy from the island.  When the U. S.   
Navy left Vieques in 2001, Ismael Guadalupe, and 
other activists on the island, invited Franky to their       
celebration.  They recognized him as a long-time 
friend and ally to their movement. 
 
Franky worked with Call to Action on Puerto Rico 
(CTA), which formed in July 2015 in response to 
the creation.  He was a    member of their            
coordinating committee and helped lead a            
successful     delegation to Puerto Rico and Vieques.  
CTA        continues its work today and has built a 
powerful campaign against PROMESA, La Juntas 
Fiscal, and LUMA Energy. 
 
For the past 3 years, Franky was also a co-chair of 
the National Jericho Movement, a network of       
organizations and individuals which work for the 
release of all U.S. held political prisoners. Franky 
was active in the local New York City chapter of the   
National Jericho movement as well. 
 
Again, it’s impossible to summarize the life of this 
remarkable man.  The list above does not do justice 
to the distinguished    political career of a man who 
dedicated over 50 years of his life to the freedom of 
his people.  We have tried our best to give you a 
snapshot of his life, work, and legacy.  Take from it 
what you will.  We hope that it inspires you to work 
for freedom, liberation, and revolution.  We hope it 
motivates you to love like a revolutionary. 

 
¡Franky Vive, La Lucha Sigue! 

¡Que viva Puerto Rico Libre y Socialista! 
Free all U.S. Held Political Prisoners. 

Live Long and Prosper! 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 

LOCATION: FORDHAM UNIVERSITY, 
SCHOOL OF LAW 
NEW YORK CITY 

 
A CALL TO ENDORSE AND PARTICIPATE IN 

AN INTERNATIONAL US-CUBA  
NORMALIZATION CONFERENCE 

 
NYC MARCH 11-12 2023 

At Fordham University School of Law, NYC 
  
A month ago the Cuba solidarity movement organized a successful Week of 
Action against the US blockade of Cuba to coincide with the November 3rd 
UN General Assembly 185-2 vote to condemn the blockade. 
 
Now we, the International US-Cuba Normalization Conference Coalition, 

are issuing this Call for a broad, united, inclusive, and non-sectarian gathering— in-person and hybrid with extensive live-streaming 
— in March 2023. 
 
The International Cuba Conference will take place during the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (formerly      
International Women’s Month) — CSW67 — activities. This UN-sponsored annual event will include a delegation of Cuban       
representatives and leaders, organized by the Federation of Cuban Women (FMC), who will be able to participate in the International 
Conference. 
We call on the broad opposition to the US economic sanctions and political bellicosity against Cuba, deepened under the Trump and 
Biden Administrations, to endorse this Call in a spirit of unity and struggle around the following demands: 
  

• Take Cuba off Washington’s List of State-Sponsors of Terrorism! 

• End the US Blockade of Cuba! 

• End All US Anti-Cuba Economic and Travel Sanctions! 
 
Our purpose will be to educate, organize, and mobilize against Washington’s brutal and criminal economic and political war against 
Cuba: to boost local anti-blockade coalitions; to organize solidarity aid and travel to Cuba; to expand and increase participation in 
monthly Caravans against the blockade inspired by Puentes de Amor; and to organize for the passage of more Resolutions against 
the blockade adding to the growing list of legislative, labor, and other institutional bodies going on record against US anti-Cuba 
sanctions and for US-Cuba normalization. 
 
This work, and future projected actions to fight the criminal US blockade, will be registered in the plenaries, workshops, and public 
activities for the Conference weekend. 
 
Open working committees are being established to plan and organize every aspect of the International Conference including         
program, media and social media, outreach, publicity, and finances. The New York-New Jersey Cuba Si Coalition will take         
responsibility for logistics, security, and other on-the-ground issues in collaboration with the Conference Organizing Committee. We 
will be open, transparent, and democratic in this united effort to gather our forces in New York City and online worldwide to boost 
our efforts to defeat the criminal US anti-Cuba blockade. 
 
We urge your organization to endorse this International Cuba Conference. Moreover, we urge your organization to directly          
participate in the weekend gathering as we step up united action against the US anti-Cuba blockade. Please distribute this Call to 
your members and list serves. 
 

To endorse: endorse@us-cubanormalizationconference.org  

INTERNATIONAL U.S.-CUBA NORMALIZATION CONFERENCE 2023: SATURDAY, MARCH 12TH, 2023 

mailto:endorse@us-cubanormalizationconference.org?subject=Endorse%20International%20US-Cuba%20Normalization%20Conference
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 



The ProLibertad Freedom Campaign has been working for the release of the Puerto Rican Political 
Prisoners.  With the release of 11 of the Political Prisoners in September 1999, we re-dedicated our 

efforts to securing the freedom of the remaining Puerto Rican political prisoners.  Through              
educational events, lobbying and public pressure work and activities it is our goal to secure the     

freedom of these patriots whose only “crime” has been the love of their home land, Puerto Rico.  We 
support the release of All U.S. held Political Prisoners, oppose the U.S. colonial control of Puerto   
Rico, oppose U.S. imperialism throughout the world, and the U.S. military presence in Vieques.  

FOLLOW PROLIBERTAD ON ALL OUR 
SOCIAL MEDA/YouTube: 

 

Facebook:  
Facebook.com/ProLibertadFC 
Instagram: @ProLibertadFC  

Twitter: @ProLibertad 
 

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel: 
ProLibertadTV on YouTube 
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JOIN THE PROLIBERTAD FREEDOM 
CAMPAIGN: 

 

You  have the power to free Nina and Ana.   
Join ProLibertad and help us: 

 

• Organize a community workshop; 
• Put together a letter writing night; 

• Facilitate a community discussion on  
Puerto Rico; 

• Get your union or school to pass a resolution 
calling for the prisoner’s freedom; 

• Dedicate a mass to the prisoners. 
 

Come to one of our meetings!   
Contact us at 718-601-4751! 

Email us at  
ProLibertad@hotmail.com! 
 
 

PROLIBERTAD RESOURCE PAGE: 
HELP FUND US!  SEND  

PROLIBERTAD A  
DONATION! 

 
 

Endorse the check or money order to:  
IFCO/Pastors for Peace. In the memo     

section please write ProLibertad and mail 
it to: 

 

IFCO 
PO Box 1368 

Orange, NJ 07051-1368  

http://facebook.com/ProLibertadFC
https://www.instagram.com/prolibertadfc/
https://twitter.com/ProLibertad

