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DELBERT AFRICA IS FREE!

Delbert Africa (photo by Joe Piette
By Mumia Abu-Jamal posted on January 27, 2020, Originally posted on the IAC.org website
This column was transcribed from an audio recording posted on prisonradio.org on Jan. 20.
MOVE member, Delbert Africa, held in prison since the Confrontation of August 8, 1978, has walked out of a PA prison after 42
years.
Delbert, in the 69th year of his life, came out to meet other members of the MOVE Organization: Ramona, Pam, Janet, Janine, Mo,
Mary, Carlos and Consuela Africa, who greeted him with a hearty chant: “Long Live John Africa!” – and a MOVE salute.

Del was in a good mood and in high spirits, cracking jokes and eating sandwiches.
August 8, 1978, was a date of infamy, for it marked an attack on the MOVE house in West Philadelphia’s Powelton Village, when...
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Africa is Free!
hundreds of cops
fired
thousands
of shots into the
structure
where
men, women and
babies huddled in
the
basement.
Gunfire was joined
by water cannons,
deluging the MOVE
people, who fought
to avoid drowning
in that dark place.
When
Delbert
exited the house, he
was
beaten
by
several
cops,
rifle-butted, kicked
and
stomped
viciously.
When several of the
cops were charged
with
assaulting
Delbert, they had
nothing to worry
about for the trial
judge,
Stanley
Kubacki, ignoring
videotapes, acquitted them all, citing
among other things,
Delbert’s muscles
as
justification for the beating.
Ironically, one of
the cops charged
might’ve been luckier if sent to prison,
for several weeks
thereafter he was
shot and paralyzed
by his wife — who
also happened to be
a cop!
Delbert
Africa,
MOVE
member,
walks free after 42
years in the joint.
(Photo: Joe Piette)

LA MEDALLA
BLANCA
CANALES ES
PARA
MILAGROS
RIVERA
PEREZ
Por Cándida Cotto /
Claridad ccoto@claridadpuertorico.com
En ocasión de conmemorar
el natalicio de la líder
nacionalista Blanca Canales,
el Comité 30 de octubre –
Jayuya distinguirá con la
Medalla Blanca Canales a la activista Milagros Rivera Pérez.
La licenciada Adalina de Jesús, portavoz del Comité 30 de octubre, expresó: “Nos da mucha alegría su
trayectoria tanto política como en las comunidades, las luchas que tienen que ver con los obreros,
estudiantes, maestros y, algo muy especial, su trabajo en las Brigadas Juan Rius Rivera, que son como un
enlace con el pueblo cubano.
Han servido tanto para afianzar la relación entre ambos pueblos al desmitificar los prejuicios. Las personas
que van en las brigadas regresan con una visión diferente de lo que aquí se les atosiga”.
La iniciativa de conmemorar el natalicio de Blanca Canales ((13 de febrero de 1906), quien lideró la
Revolución Nacionalista de 1950 en Jayuya, surgió en el 1996, pero el concepto de reconocer su figura en
una mujer activista de la actualidad se instauró en el 2001. En esa primera ocasión se reconoció a la
también líder nacionalista participante de la gesta del 50, Carmín Pérez.
“De allá para acá todos los años, se escoge a una mujer que dentro del espectro político contribuye en el
país a mantener vivo los reclamos de libertad y a construir un mejor país, defendiendo los derechos no
solo políticos, sino en otros ámbitos: obrero, estudiantes, niños, maestros, y otros”, destacó.
El empeño que persiste en esta celebración, agregó de Jesús, es que estos eventos o actividades que
describió como humildes, sirven para dar a conocer gestas como la Revolución de 1950 y a figuras como
Blanca Canales, así como la “trayectoria que este pueblo ha venido sufriendo desde la invasión, a través
del trabajo y activismo de gente. De mujeres como Milagros Rivera y las demás que hemos reconocido
podemos sentirnos orgullosas. Tenemos un pueblo que todavía se identifica con nuestra puertorriqueñidad,
con nuestros valores, con los atributos que nos hace únicos en el mundo. Los boricuas somos una cosa
especial”.
La conmemoración de este año será el sábado, 8 de febrero, a partir de la 1:00 de la tarde en la Casa
Museo Canales, en el barrio Coabey, en Jayuya. La semblanza de Rivera Pérez estará a cargo de la
activista Carmen V. López, conocida como Cuqui. Como ya es tradición, la música estará a cargo de la
Orquesta Nacional Boricua, Mapeyé.
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PUERTO RICO IS CRUMBLING.
THE U.S. IS RESPONSIBLE
Posted on January 27th, 2020
By Carmin Maffea

The string of natural disasters that have rocked Puerto
Rico since 2017 began with Hurricane
Maria, a
Category 5 hurricane that caused the deaths of 3,000
people. After the tragedy of the hurricane itself, the
island faced countless
hardships. The hurricane
knocked out power for 1.5 million people on the island;
it was not fully
restored for 328 days, making it the
longest blackout in American history. Children
attended school without light, and everyday home
appliances like refrigerators became useless, devastating
the island’s poorest.
The U.S. response in the face of this catastrophe was
sluggish and ineffective. At the time of the disaster,
Trump took to Twitter to imply that Puerto Ricans were
lazy and “want everything to be done for them.” Even
though the island is a United States territory, the tweet
made it clear that they are on their own when faced with
disaster.
The suffering was exacerbated by the colonial
relationship between Puerto Rico and the United States.
When FEMA was giving its poorly managed, limited
assistance, it denied relief to many applicants who were
unable to produce titles to homes. Many of the applicants
could not produce titles because they built their homes on
land owned by their families or their employers. Many
times there would be no official titles created because
permission to build a home on a sprawl of land would be
made by a “gentleman’s agreement.”
People would
discuss with their families or their employers who owned
land and ask if they could build their homes on top of the
land. If the
agreement was made, there wouldn’t be
official contracts developed—credibility fell on each
party’s
word.
Therefore,
many
islanders
permanently lost their homes due to lack of evidence of
the home’s existence and ownership.
Shelter wasn’t the only basic need that FEMA was
unable to provide. There were water and food
shortages throughout the island that FEMA showed great
reluctance to fix—so much so that many Puerto Ricans
of the diaspora and neighborhood groups that had been
organizing prior to the
hurricane, such as Centro de
Apoyo Mutuo, were forced to mobilize in order to make
up for FEMAs ineffectiveness.
The response by the United States was so inadequate that
Carmen Yulin Cruz (the mayor at the time) commented:
I cannot fathom the thought that the greatest nation in the

Image: Alejandro Granadillo/Anadolu Agency/
Getty Images
world cannot figure out logistics for a small island. I am asking the President of the United States to make sure somebody is in charge that is up
to the task of saving lives.if we don’t get the food and water into peoples’ hands what we are going to see is something close to a genocide.
The Earthquake
Though the island has yet to fully recover from the hurricane they now
have been battered by a series of earthquakes that began December 31,
2019. The worst of the earthquakes occurred on January 7, 2020, killing
one person and destroying 300 homes. The extensive damage created a
state of panic for the people of the island. Many Puerto Ricans are now
forced to sleep outside because of the destruction of their homes.
Furthermore, the infrastructure of Puerto Rico was severely damaged,
causing water shortages and widespread blackouts for up to 1.5 million
people. The situation has abruptly become identical to the post-Maria
conditions. Meanwhile, the United States is still withholding approved
funds that Puerto Ricans require for Maria relief.
The United States refuses to distribute 18 billion dollars in funds that
were to be allocated towards Hurricane Maria relief. The funds were
approved by Congress and are supposed to be managed by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). The specific purpose
of the funds is to harden electric grids, repair infrastructure such as
bridges, and repair homes.

(continued on page 4)
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Continued from page 3, Puerto Rico is crumbling...
However, HUD claims that they refuse to allocate the funds out of fear that they may “fall into corruption by Puerto Rican officials.”
This inaction is not surprising, but by withholding funds the damage to home and infrastructure will remain a problem for years to
come. Furthermore, the island will be subjected to worse disasters, such as stronger hurricanes caused by climate change.
Unnatural Disaster
Cruelly mismanaged aid is not the only way the U.S. abuses Puerto Rico. Its long colonial relationship with the United States is a
melange of abandonment and economic extraction. The Financial Oversight Board (FCB), colloquially known as “La Junta,” is an
American entity that has fiscal control over Puerto Rico. It was imposed by Obama and a Republican Congress and has the power to
influence major economic decisions on the island, such as austerity measures directed towards paying off the United States-imposed
124 billion dollar debt.
La Junta has been responsible for forcing the Puerto Rican government to implement massive austerity measures, such as a 75%
slash in funding for the University of Puerto Rico, pension cuts for a majority of public sector retirees, and a decrease in the
minimum wage to $4.25 for workers 24 years old and younger in order to redirect those funds to paying off the debt. La Junta is
benefitting American banks at the expense of the colonized constituency.
Furthermore, though the minimum wage for Puerto Ricans is significantly lower than that of mainlander Americans, they are still
forced to pay just as much in taxes as mainlanders. This not only imposes a disproportionate burden on the people of the island, but
they are also not beneficiaries of the social programs they pay into. For example, one-third of the island is in desperate need for
government food assistance or “food stamps” from the United States. However, spending for food assistance for Puerto Rico is
capped in the United States’s budget, as opposed to the SNAP program in the U.S. that will provide for anyone who qualifies. This
means that much of the island’s poor are starving and struggling to get assistance, yet the United States does not provide assistance
to them at the same rate as they would for mainlanders.
The United States has also cut the budget for the island’s Medicaid program. Instead of the initial 12 billion dollars that was
supposed to be allocated over four years, spending has shrunk to 5.7 billion dollars over two years. This gives them less funding over
less time, which could create a medical emergency for low income people of the island because there will be less funds to go around;
therefore, many people will either have less medical coverage or none at all. This propels an atmosphere of misery and starvation
that has been accentuated by the recent disasters—conditions the United States are directly responsible for.
The mix between the severe natural disasters that have consecutively struck Puerto Rico, the utter neglect conducted by the United
States, and the exploitation of the island facilitated by the U.S. government and banks has developed a dire situation of despair on
the island and elucidates the horrors of colonization. In order for the island of Puerto Rico to be more prepared in the face of natural
disasters, major mobilizations led by the island’s working class and poor must demand the immediate end of colonization, an end to
the Junta, the eradication of the debt, and self determination for Puerto Ricans.
Taking to the Streets
In the past year, Puerto Ricans have put up a heroic struggle. Over the summer, they ousted Governor Rosselló after damning
WhatsApp conversations emerged in which he admitted to corruption and made fun of LGBT people as well as those who
desperately needed aid after the hurricane. Due to mass mobilizations, Rosselló was forced to step down. Importantly, the movement
wasn’t just demanding the resignation: the full slogan was Ricky Renuncia y llevate la junta- Ricky (Rosselló) resign, and take the
junta with you. Now, the struggle against Rosselló’s replacement has been rekindled—and perhaps a greater struggle against the
Junta will follow.
Currently, Puerto Ricans have taken to the streets to oust the current governor Wanda Vasquez Garced after a blogger put out a video
of undistributed supplies for relief such as water and baby food. The people are showing a great strength and desire for change by
demonstrating in front of the Governor’s mansion. Some protesters have gone so far as to carry guillotines as a symbolic gesture
demanding the governor to resign. However, fighting immediate political corruption is just the tip of the iceberg for Puerto Rico.
Until the island dismantles the Junta and is rid of its massive debt, Puerto Rico’s struggles will continue.
Likewise, Vasquez, like Rosselló are subservient to U.S. capital.The ruling class of the United States paints a false picture of
benevolence of its relationship with Puerto Rico, but the truth has made itself abundantly clear: the United States oppresses and
exploits Puerto Rico, as is inevitable with the monster of colonialism. The Puerto Rican people have the right to decide about
statehood and independence, they have the right to self determination. The Puerto Rican working class must shake off the political
and economic chains of U.S. imperialism—and those of us who live on the mainland must fight here for the same goal.

This article was originally publish here:
https://www.leftvoice.org/puerto-rico-is-crumbling-the-u-s-is-responsible
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS:
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PROLIBERTAD RESOURCE PAGE:
SEND
PROLIBERTAD A
DONATION!
If you’re interested in sending
ProLibertad a donation, please visit our
website, www.ProLibertad.org, and
click the banner at the bottom of every
page and go to our Alliance for Global
Justice Fundraising page and send us a
donation! Every dollar helps us!

FOLLOW PROLIBERTAD ON ALL OUR
SOCIAL MEDA/YouTube:

JOIN THE PROLIBERTAD FREEDOM
CAMPAIGN:
You have the power to free Nina and Ana.
Join ProLibertad and help us:
Organize a community workshop;
Put together a letter writing night;
• Facilitate a community discussion on
Puerto Rico;
Get your union or school to pass a resolution
calling for the prisoner’s freedom;
• Dedicate a mass to the prisoners.
•
•

•

Come to one of our meetings!
Contact us at 718-601-4751!
Email us at
ProLibertad@hotmail.com!

Facebook:
Facebook.com/ProLibertadFC
Instagram: @ProLibertadFC
Twitter: @ProLibertad
Subscribe to our YouTube Channel:
ProLibertadTV on YouTube

For over 25 years, the ProLibertad Freedom Campaign has been working for the release of the Puerto Rican
Political Prisoners. With the release of 11 of the Political Prisoners in September 1999, we re-dedicated our
efforts to securing the freedom of the remaining Puerto Rican political prisoners. Through educational
events, lobbying and public pressure work and activities it is our goal to secure the freedom of these patriots
whose only “crime” has been the love of their home land, Puerto Rico. We support the release of All U.S.
held Political Prisoners, oppose the U.S. colonial control of Puerto Rico, oppose U.S. imperialism
throughout the world, and the U.S. military presence in Vieques. For more information contact us at:
ProLibertad@Hotmail.com, at 718-601-4751, or visit our website www.ProLibertad.org

