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COLONIALISM EXACERBATES AN
ALREADY TRAGIC PANDEMIC!
Life or Death Situation for Puerto Ricans!
By Lorraine Liriano Chavez, of Call to Action on
Puerto Rico!
Puerto Rico faces the life threatening decision of the
reopening of schools in the midst of rising COVID 19
cases. This escalation of cases is directly linked to tourism
from various hotspots of the pandemic in the United States,
while most countries have closed their borders to tourists
from the United States including the neighboring Carribean
Islands of the Bahamas due to the rising cases of COVID
19.
The major airlines, like American Airlines were practically
giving away fares with prices as low as 100 dollars
roundtrip. Although Puerto Rico in early March was one of
the first places to implement health regulations of; masks
and social distancing, as well as strict curfew measures such
as; shutting down most businesses, entertainment venues
(with exception of supermarkets) and pharmacys deemed
essential . This has had little impact on the steady rise of
cases because Puerto Rico does not have the jurisdiction to
close airports.
Governor Wanda Vazquez Garced, who is seeking
reelection, recently required that all travelers that come to
Puerto Rico bring proof of COVID tests or else they must be
quarantined for 14 days. Many grassroots organizations have
questioned how tourists will be monitored.

Rico by the United States, the grassroots political organization,
Movimiento Socialista de Trabajadores (The Socialist Movement of
Workers) staged a car caravan protest on Avenida Baldorioty that
leads to the Luis Muñoz Marin Airport in San Juan to demand its
closure . The issues raised by the MST organization included that
80 percent of the passengers that arrive to the airport have not had
COVID tests. Instead of safeguarding the health and well being of
Puerto Rican people, the colonial government is pandering to the
airlines, hotels and service industries that exploit the working class
with menial wages of 7.25 to 12.13 an hour without providing the
health and safety measures needed to safeguard their lives.

El Nuevo Día, a major newspaper on the island has reported
in places like San Juan that tourists are not wearing masks
nor following social distancing regulations. A recent report
stated that tourists caused thousands of dollars in damages in
a mall in San Juan when asked to use a mask

The protestors were met with federal forces similar to those
deployed in Portland that proceeded to arrest one of the leaders of
the Movimento Socialist de Trabajadores, Ricardo Santos Ortiz
aggressively throwing him to the ground and putting him in a
chokehold that last several minutes while his comrades demanded
his release and shared images in social media outlets. As Ricardo
Santos Ortiz was driven away in the police car, the images of his
treatment by the police started trending and his comrades and
outraged people started to come in their cars to the airport

On July 25th, on the anniversary of the invasion of Puerto
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demanding his immediate release.
In a deja vú of “Ricky Renuncia”
momentum when the people took
over the streets of San Juan
demanding the ouster of the then
Governor Ricardo Rosello, the
Expreso Román Baldorioty de
Castro was congested to the point
whereby no one could move in any
direction or passage to the airport,
hence the airport was at a stand-still.
As people were chanting that they
would not move until Ricardo was
released, he was released after a couple of hours and returned to the site
of his arrest at which time he made
remarks thanking everyone who
supported this protest to save the
lives of Puerto Ricans.
On Sunday August 9, Movimiento Socialista de Trabajadores joined by La Jornada las Promesas, Asamblea de Pueblo de Bayamón,
Comuna Antillana y ACASA and other environmental and community organizations, are organizing a second protest under the
chant “Nuestras vidas antes de sus ganancias” “Our lives before their profits” to continue the pressure to save lives.
According to the New York Times, to date the number of cases COVID 19 in Puerto Rico is 21,424 with 274 deaths. For several
months prior to the opening of schools a coalition called Mesa Social was formed to include; teacher unions, parents and community
groups led by La Federación de Maestros de Puerto Rico, Eduquemos, Unéte and Comité Timón Pleito de Clase Educación, to create
consensus about the demands made to the Puerto Rican Department of Education in order to resume in person classes.
A petition was created on Change.org demanding that classes be remote until the number of COVID19 be contained according to the
CDC guidelines. This petition exceeded its signature threshold. Most of the demands that were made are consistent with the
National Resistance Against the Opening of Unsafe Schools in the United States. Schools must have health and safety protocols in
place such as; on staff nurse at each school, temperature checks, free available tests and results within 24 hours as well as contact
tracing.
How will students have access to tests when there is a scarcity of CoronaVirus Tests on the archipelago? On August 4th, Colectiva
Feminista en Construcción protested in front of Abbott Pharmaceutical Company in Caguas to denounce the tax exemptions received
from the federal government of the United States, yet Puerto Rico has a scarcity of Coronavirus tests while these are massively
exported to the United States.
As students and families grapple with the recent Hurricane Isaias and series of ongoing earthquakes experienced in the southern
region of Puerto Rico, La Mesa Social demands that schools be inspected and repaired in regions that suffered damages and that
these meet OSHA standard for reopening
Lastly all students and educators must have technology provided and free internet services. The access to internet and technology is
a particularly important point in light of the fact that there is a 44 percent poverty rate in the archipelago. As of the writing of this
article the Mesa Social coalition of teacher unions, parents and community groups won a major victory due to their collective action
to have remote learning until the conditions for the school community are safe.
As the colonial structure collapses, the United States continues to jeopardize the lives of Puerto Rican People in order to serve the
capitalist needs of Wall Street. Puerto Ricans will continue to be on the front lines to defend their lives and their country. The
United Nations Decolonization Committee just approved the 38th resolution that supports the Independence of Puerto Rico.

If you would like more information follow our page, A
Call to Action on Puerto Rico on Facebook.
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PROLIBERTAD RESOURCE PAGE:
SEND
PROLIBERTAD A
DONATION!
If you’re interested in sending
ProLibertad a donation, please visit our
website, www.ProLibertad.org, and
click the banner at the bottom of every
page and go to our Alliance for Global
Justice Fundraising page and send us a
donation! Every dollar helps us!

FOLLOW PROLIBERTAD ON ALL OUR
SOCIAL MEDA/YouTube:

JOIN THE PROLIBERTAD FREEDOM
CAMPAIGN:
You have the power to free Nina and Ana.
Join ProLibertad and help us:
Organize a community workshop;
Put together a letter writing night;
• Facilitate a community discussion on
Puerto Rico;
Get your union or school to pass a resolution
calling for the prisoner’s freedom;
• Dedicate a mass to the prisoners.
•
•

•

Come to one of our meetings!
Contact us at 718-601-4751!
Email us at
ProLibertad@hotmail.com!

Facebook:
Facebook.com/ProLibertadFC
Instagram: @ProLibertadFC
Twitter: @ProLibertad
Subscribe to our YouTube Channel:
ProLibertadTV on YouTube

The ProLibertad Freedom Campaign has been working for the release of the Puerto Rican Political
Prisoners. With the release of 11 of the Political Prisoners in September 1999, we re-dedicated our
efforts to securing the freedom of the remaining Puerto Rican political prisoners. Through
educational events, lobbying and public pressure work and activities it is our goal to secure the
freedom of these patriots whose only “crime” has been the love of their home land, Puerto Rico.
We support the release of All U.S. held Political Prisoners, oppose the U.S. colonial control of
Puerto Rico, oppose U.S. imperialism throughout the world, and the U.S. military presence in
Vieques.

